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Thank you to all of our administrators who were able to come to this first Board of Education meeting of 
the school year.  Thank you also to the administrators for attending our administrators’ institute.  

I would like to introduce Lynne Crawford, our new Director of Pupil Personnel Services. 

Warrior Football  
Last Thursday, September 12th, I had the pleasure of attending this season’s home opener of the 
Franklin Warrior Varsity Football team on the field of the Franklin High School Athletic Complex.  Phase II 
of the project is completed as you heard earlier and the home bleachers and press box are extremely 
impressive.  While we were not triumphant that afternoon, there was a great deal of support for our 
Warriors from Franklin High School, the district and township communities. 
  
I would like to thank Kim Kenny and Jim Bevere for their leadership.  Congratulations and job well done.  I 
would be remiss if I did not thank our district grounds crew and security staff for their hard work and Board 
of Education Member, Tom Lewis, for his dedication to this project.  Congratulations Tom!  The official 
ribbon cutting ceremony for Phase II of the Athletic Complex will take place in a pre-game ceremony on 
Saturday, October 12th at 12:45 PM.  More details on that event will be found on the district website.   
 
Assemblyman Chivukula 
Once again our students were the beneficiary of the generosity of Assemblyman Chivukula and those 
who donated to his school supply backpack drive.  This year the Assemblyman’s office staff dropped off 
over 100 backpacks full of school supplies to Elizabeth Avenue and Pine Grove Manor Schools.  These 
were given to some of our third grade students.  Thanks again to the Assemblyman and all those who 
contributed.    
 
Breakfast in the Classroom   
I am pleased to announce that on Monday, September 16th, we launched the Breakfast in the Classroom 
Program in all of our elementary K-4 schools.  This program allows us to offer this important meal to all of 
our students in those schools, in the classroom, before instruction begins.  Students who qualify for 
reduced or free meals will receive breakfast for free.  One dollar per breakfast is being deducted from the 
meal account for those full paid students who participate.  More details on the program were sent home to 
our elementary families and are available on the website.   
 
While there were some expected logistical challenges early on in the week, I am pleased to report that 
the program is moving along and things are getting better.  I spoke with our principals today and was glad 
to hear that the process is going more smoothly.  I am so pleased to report that during these first few 
days of the program, we have had a district-wide increase of over 200% in the student who are receiving 
breakfast. 
 
I want to thank all of our elementary school principals for their cooperation and willingness to embrace 
this worthwhile program.  I would also like to thank our custodians and food service staff for their hard 
work on the Breakfast in the Classroom Program.  Finally, thanks to Food Services Director, Joan 
Novellano.  She saw a need to provide a nutritious meal to more of our students so that they could all 
start the day ready to learn.  She researched, planned and championed this program and I am very 
grateful for her dedication.  As the program continues this year, we will track its progress and look for 
continued feedback from our students, parents and staff.  I will provide updates on the program in future 
reports. 
 
 



 
 
 
Transportation 
The beginning of the school year had its share of transportation challenges.    
We have experienced a greater than usual amount of transportation concerns, due primarily to the 
increased use of three school bus service companies who have serviced the district on a much smaller 
scale in the past.  Due to state law governing lowest bids, many of our routes previously handled by 
another company were given to new companies.   While we have provided support to these vendors, the 
period of adjustment while the drivers become familiar with the routes has caused some delays in pick-up 
and drop-off times.  We are also experiencing increased driver and bus company performance issues 
involving mechanical breakdowns, driver communication and efficiency issues.   
 
Please be assured that the Transportation Department is working to address each student’s issue on a 
case-by-case basis.  I would like to thank the Principals for communicating daily with Transportation 
Supervisor, Gary Peatick, and myself about their transportation problems.   Additionally, when several 
complaints pertain to the same company, we have been able to address the issue with the bus company 
and, if the problems continue, to contract out the route to another company.  We have been able to 
quickly seek new quotes and reassign those routes to another bus company.  Gary Peatick and his staff 
have been in constant contact with the bus companies to address the problems.  We will continue to 
address each issue and, when necessary, reassign routes.   
 
Physicals Examinations for Franklin Athletes 
I regret to have to report that the district will no longer be able to provide physical examinations for our 
athletes.  The NJ Department of Education physical examination requirements now include a cardiac test.  
The District Physician has informed us that he will be unable to provide that service to the school district.  
These examinations should be done by the students’ primary care physician.  More information will be 
available on the Franklin High School and Franklin Middle School websites shortly. 
   
Minimum Session Day   
There is an upcoming calendar change for students at Franklin Middle School.  Monday, September 30, 
2013 will now be a minimum session day for students at Franklin Middle School.  These students will be 
dismissed at 12:30 PM to allow our certificated staff at FMS to attend an important professional 
development session which aligns with increased requirements from the Department of Education.   
 


